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 Write a Note on: 

• Giuseppe Mazzini  

• The Frankfurt Parliament 

• The role of women in nationalist struggles 

 

1. Giuseppe Mazzini: Giuseppe Mazzini was an Italian revolutionary. He was born 

in Genoa in 1807. He was a member of the secret society of the Carbonari. At 

the age of 24, he was sent into exile in 1831 for attempting a revolution in Liguria 

He founded underground societies named ‘YOUNG ITALY' in Marseilles and 'Young 

Europe' in Berne, whose members were like-minded young men from Poland, France, 

Italy and the German States. He believed that God had intended nations to be the natural 

units of mankind. So, Italy had to be forged into a single unified republic within a wider 

alliance of nations. 

 

2. The role of women in nationalist struggles: The issue of extending political rights to 

women was a controversial one within the liberal movement, in which large numbers of 

women had participated actively over the years. Women had formed their own political 

associations, founded newspapers and taken part in political meetings and demonstrations. 

Despite this, they were denied suffrage during the election of the Assembly. When the 

Frankfurt Parliament convened in the Church of St. Paul, women were admitted only as 

observers to stand in the visitors' gallery. 

 

3. The Frankfurt Parliament: It was an allGerman National Assembly formed by a large 

number of political associations whose members were middle class professionals, 

businessmen and prosperous artisans. Its first meeting was convened on 18 May 1848 in 

the Church of St. Paul at Frankfurt. They drafted a constitution for the German nation to be 

headed by a monarchy subject to a parliament. The king of Prussia rejected the crown 

offered by the deputies of parliament and joined other monarchs to oppose the elected 

assembly. As it was dominated by the middle classes who resisted the demands of workers 

and artisans and consequently lost their support. In the end, troops were called in and the 

assembly was forced to disband. 

 


